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position in the light of later ideas. He pressed
the duty of the Christian State to "select" one
Christian sect out of the national multitude of
sects, for its agent in securing that Christianity
should be presented to all within the nation,
under a parochial arrangement which national
legislation alone could command. But how could
this be accomplished by a nation divided eccle-
siastically into sects? Chalmers saw no difficulty
either in England or Scotland. Free trade, or
the economical law of supply and demand, appli-
cable to human demand for bodily food, for
which the appetite is always active, could not
apply to religion, for which human demand is
feeble and irregular. Protection, propulsion, by
the steady support of the Christian State, and this
not in the special interest of the protected sect,
but for the sake of the community at large, was
the inevitable alternative. For religion, as the
highest of human necessities, must not be impeded
by any multiplication of sects, or by imagined
difficulty in selecting one of them as the religious
organ of the State. The State must begin, Chal-
mers curiously assumed, by summarily excluding
the one ecclesiastical organisation which has the
allegiance of nearly half of Christendom. Theotive power of the State; but all theion is now multiplied threefold, and in material0), by the Rev. Charles Macdonald,
